CHAPTER XLI

DRINK AND DRUGS

Liquor, as we say, is an invention of the deviL In
Islam it is said that when Satan began to beguile men
and women he dangled before them the "red water".
I have seen in so many cases that liquor has not only
robbed men of their money but of their reason, they have
for the time being forgotten the distinction between wife
and mother, lawful and unlawful. I have seen drunken
barristers wallowing in gutters carried home by the
police. I have found on two occasions captains of
steamers so dead drunk as to be incapable of keeping
charge of their boats till they came to their senses. For
both flesh-meats and liquor the sovereign rule is "we
must not live in order to eat and drink and be merry,
but eat and drink in order to make our bodies temples
of God and use them for service of man.3' Liquor may
be a medical necessity on occasions; and when life seems
to be extinct it may be possible to prolong it with a dose
of liquor, but that is about all that can be said for it.
India's Case for Swaraj, p. 403

You will not be deceived by the specious argument
that India must not be made sober by compulsion, and
that those who wish to drink must have facilities provided
for them. The State does not cater for the vices of its
people. We do not regulate or license houses of ill-fame.
We do not provide facilities for thieves to indulge their
propensity for thieving. I hold drink to be more damn-
able than thieving and perhaps even prostitution. Is
it not often the parent of both ?
Toung India, 8-6-J21
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